Suffering and Glory
Sermon Questions for Romans 8:18-27
We have added numbers to the questions, but if you are pressed for time, look for the top eight to ten questions (marked with a “*”). If you have feedback, please let David Fuquay know at dfuquay@jacksonvillechapel.org.  

SHARING

As we come to the end of our Romans series, what have you learned? How has this study impacted you? Let’s pray that we never treat the Scriptures with so much familiarity that we do not walk away changed. Let’s pray the Holy Spirit will move in our life in such a way as to make us more like Christ. Let’s pray that we will always seek His will above our own. 
  

SCRIPTURE

Crawl: 

1. Do you have a Bible verse or passage that you use to get through the difficult times? What is it?

2. Have you ever personally experienced a natural disaster? What were you feeling during that time>? What were you thinking? What was the first thing you did after the disaster happened? 
Walk: 

Read Romans 8:19-22
3. Do you connect the storms of this world to sin? Can you imagine a world without hurricanes, floods or tsunamis; no diseases, no suffering? When you see the chaos and conflict in this world, do you find yourself conflicted, looking forward to time with your family & friends, as well as the pastimes you enjoy, yet desiring an end to the world’s suffering and Christ’s return? 
4. In verse 18 Paul states that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. What is the largest suffering you have whose sharp edge is mellowed by meditating on the glory to come ? What does “firstfruits of the Spirit” mean to you?
5. Do you find or make time to soak up the joy of your relationship with God, to be overwhelmed with awe and joy? When does that happen most easily for you? Have you discovered you are too busy running and doing to enjoy time with the Lord? Have you struggled with that? 

6. If you have experienced being overwhelmed with awe and joy, how do you feel knowing this is just a glimpse of the joy to come? Can you imagine being in God’s presence? 
7. On TV news you often hear a statement like “Mother Nature unleashed tornadoes today.” What different explanation does the Bible give in these verses?
Read Romans 8:23-27

8. How do you picture your resurrected body? Do you long to “have the vitality of youth, and the maturity of middle-age, and the wisdom of old age?”
9. What are the five senses we have? What other senses might we experience in a powerful, resurrected body?

10. Have you found yourself in a situation where you cannot find words to pray? Have you been comforted to know that the Holy Spirit is communicating with God the Father on your behalf? Have you leaned on the Holy Spirit to help you through difficult times when you don’t know what or how to pray?

11. Dave said, “here’s the promise: because Jesus was abandoned by God in his groaning, you can know—for a fact—that you’ll never be abandoned by God in your groaning.” Do you have the hope that God will one day make all things new? How does that affect your perspective on your suffering or problems? Have you come through difficult times? What helped you?

12. Have you been to a country where there is a lot of poverty? What was your experience? Did you find openness to the gospel message? Have you shared the gospel with someone who was in despair because of their poverty or sickness or sorrow? How did the person react? Are you prepared to share the gospel?
13. 1 Cor 15:49 talks about our old (like Adam) body and our new-to-come (like Jesus) body. What are some of the differences between the two that give us great hope?

14. Our new body is promised to be powerful. What is a specific weakness of your body that you look forward to having changed in your new body?

15. What is a specific prayer that you have that has been unanswered for so long that you long for the Holy Spirit to groan that prayer for you?
16. Take a minute to meditate on Jesus in Psalm 22:1 where he asks the Father “why are you so far from the words of my groaning”. What was Jesus experiencing? How does that work to give you hope?

SERVICE 

Can’t take off the week of VBS but want to help?  Help feed the workers by dropping off an Entenmann’s type pastry, donuts, bagels, or fruit (grapes / watermelon) on the table outside of the kitchen in the Gym on SUNDAY, July 7.  This will be a great encouragement to our volunteers

The Jacksonville Chapel Annual Picnic will take place on Sunday, July 14, 2013, immediately after church services.  The Bible calls us to share meals together, to fellowship with one another, and to interact like a family does. We need your help to create this kind of atmosphere where people can interact, meet new people, and enjoy the day. We need a lot of hands to make this successful, so please consider serving for just one hour. It’s easy to sign up, just got to www.chapelnj.org/picnic 
