Real Motherhood
Sermon Questions for 1 Samuel 1
We have added numbers to the questions, but if you are pressed for time, look for the top eight to ten questions (marked with a “*”). If you have feedback, please let David Fuquay know at dfuquay@jacksonvillechapel.org.  

SHARING

How did you honor the mothers in your lives this past weekend? When we think about honoring those who are consistent, persevere, and who are faithful, what is the best way to encourage them? Do we need a special day for every single person, or is there a way we could truly value all those who deserve it in our lives? Let’s pray we become people of encouragement. Let’s pray we have eyes to see those who are undervalued, underappreciated, and should be honored by all. 
  

SCRIPTURE

Crawl: 

1. Who is your role model? Is there someone you know personally who you can model your life after?
2. Do you think the media influences you today? How do you avoid being negatively influenced by a bombardment of ungodly messages? 
Walk: 

Read 1 Samuel 1:1-8 Real Problems 
3. What are some problems specific to women in today’s society? What problems have we as a society overcome? 

4. There has been a recent, intentional effort to de-sensitize the public to polygamy.
 What should the Christian response to polygamy be? 
5. Why does the Bible speak of polygamy? What does it actually say about it? (1 Corinthians 7:2-3, Ephesians 5:22-33 and Revelation 19:7)

6. If you have children, did you have any difficulties in conceiving? Why is the difficulty or even the inability to conceive hard to share with others? How can we help couples navigate through this kind of struggle?

7. Elkanah is an example of faithful worship during a faithless time. What role does worship play in your life during difficult seasons? When do you find it difficult to worship?

8. How does worship, not just evangelism, redeem a culture? What is our role in that? 
9. Elkanah did his duty for Peninnah, but loved Hannah. If you are married, how can you keep your marriage vibrant without slipping into a sense of duty or routine?  How could this group help keep your marriage exciting?

10. When someone is mistreated, why is our natural response to want to hurt others back? How can we treat others the way Christ has treated us? What can keep us on track? 

11. Sometimes we hide behind politeness, so let’s pause and ask, do you have any major problems we are unaware of? Do you have any real problems we can stop and pray for? 

Read 1 Samuel 1:9-18 Real Prayer

12. What was your last desperate prayer about? How can we pray with passion even in times of blessings? (2 Corinthians 1:8-9)
13. How do we gain a sense of peace even when our circumstances do not change? (see Philippians 4:6-7)

14. Many people today, especially women, struggle with anxiety, even though the bible clearly says do not be anxious. Are they sinning? What‘s going on? How can we help people who struggle with anxiety? Is telling them to stop being anxious effective? How can we extend grace?

Read 1 Samuel 1:19-28 Real Purpose

15. Most stories have happy endings, like Hannah finally getting a child. But for many others, they are still in the story or have not received what they fervently prayed for. How can we minister to them? How do we become more comfortable with God saying no?
16. No matter what stage of life you find yourself in, you should have a purpose. What is your purpose now? How can God use you now?

17. How can you keep your perspective on Christ and your identity in Him and not on your circumstances? 
SERVICE 

Volunteers Needed…Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry: The Loaves & Fishes Ministry is passionate about providing immediate relief in times of crisis, as well as guiding people toward long-term solutions. We seek to offer an environment of love, compassion, and hope, where authentic relationships can flourish. Presently the food pantry ministry serves about 40 families a week. Volunteers are needed to serve people during hours of operation on Sunday mornings and to help guide people towards long-term solutions. This is a great opportunity for either individuals or small groups to take action and get involved. We have an urgent need for volunteers to serve 30-40 minutes after every service in the food pantry. The shifts on Sunday are as follows: 10:00 - 10:30 AM; 11:15 - 11:45 AM; 12:30 – 1:00 PM. If you would like to serve in this vital ministry please email us at serve@jacksonvillechapel.org.
Local Summer Outreach: Take the good news of Jesus to the children who spend their summers in the Paterson Parks public summer camps. Last summer 400 children heard the gospel and 132 were individually counseled through 5-Day Clubs®. Ministry dates are the weeks of July 15-19 and/or July 22-26. Flexible schedules available. All who serve are required to attend training. OR...come to the free training in June for use in any other ministry to children! Additional information is available online at www.cefnorthjersey.org, or call Linda Parzek 973-696-9744.
� The stated goal of many groups is to make polygamy a legal option for consenting adults. They are using the marriage equality acts to push their agenda. IF you are unaware of this, please educate yourself and the group. Here is one website that lays out some biblical facts � HYPERLINK "http://www.evangelical.us/polygamy/" �http://www.evangelical.us/polygamy/� 





