The Power of Faith
Sermon Questions for Romans 4:9-25
We have added numbers to the questions, but if you are pressed for time, look for the top eight to ten questions (marked with a “*”). If you have feedback, please let David Fuquay know at dfuquay@jacksonvillechapel.org.  

SHARING

Please pray for Dr. Pat Cate as he comes to speak and teach at the Chapel from April 28-May 5. Dr. Pat Cate is Ambassador at Large and President Emeritus of Christar (formerly International Missions, Inc.) where he serves as a preacher, teacher, and missionary specializing in the Muslim Faith. Pat and his wife Mary Ann have been part of the Chapel Missionary family for 35 years. You can find out more at www.chapelnj.org/patcate 
  

SCRIPTURE

Crawl: 

1. How did you come to faith? Share your story and how God worked in your life?
2. *In your life, what has increased your faith or reliance upon God?
3. What builds your confidence in something, whether it is a product, service, or person? What erodes confidence? 
Walk: 

Read Romans 4:9-12 The Symbols of Faith

4. Circumcision was the outward sign of an inward change. What today would be the equivalent of that? 
5. *Have you been baptized? If so, why did you originally decide to get baptized? What does it mean to you today? If not, what is keeping you from baptism?

6. What do you remember surrounding your baptism? What was going on “behind the scenes?” 

7. When you placed your trust in Christ, was there a visible change in your life that accompanied that faith?
8. *Since coming to Christ, what is the most dramatic change in your life? 

9. *What outward signs could people be trusting in today that would lead to false faith?

Read Romans 4:23-25 The Specifics of Faith 
10. When did your faith cross over from a general - Jesus died for sins, to Jesus died for MY sins? 

11. *Do you think someone can be saved who only has a general faith, “Jesus died for sins?”
12. *What difference has it made in your life that the omnipotent, omniscient God wants a personal relationship with you? How are you reminded of that?
 
Read Romans 4:13-17

13. Our faith is part looking back (towards the cross) and part looking forward (towards heaven). Which part of your faith needs to be strengthened right now, past (trust) or future (hope)?
14. *What do you pray God would do in your life that only He can do? If you cannot come up with anything, do you think your faith needs to be stretched? 

Read Romans 4:18-22 The Evidence of Faith

15. How have you struggled with your faith in hard times? 

16. When has your faith soared? Is there something specific you can point to and say “I believed and God did this…”?

17. If you struggle with your faith, how can your faith be strengthened? What can you do to help reinforce your faith?
18. How are you showing that you have real faith in Jesus?
 How are you trusting Jesus today?
19. *What would it mean for you to take a leap of faith having that much confidence in God? 
Run: 

20. Have you ever struggled with your faith to the point where you did something outside of God’s will? (See Genesis 16). 
Key Words and Further Study: 

What does “justified” means? It means to be right with God, or accepted by God. 
Faith means personal confidence in God himself.
SERVICE 
Volunteers Needed…Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry. The Loaves & Fishes Ministry is passionate about providing immediate relief in times of crisis, as well as guiding people toward long-term solutions. We seek to offer an environment of love, compassion, and hope, where authentic relationships can flourish. Presently the food pantry ministry serves about 40 families a week. Volunteers are needed to serve clients during hours of operation on Sunday mornings and to help guide people towards long-term solutions. This is a great opportunity for either individuals or small groups to take action and get involved.  We have an urgent need for volunteers to serve 30-40 minutes after every service in the food pantry.  The shifts on Sunday are as follows: 10:00 - 10:30 AM; 11:15 - 11:45 AM; 12:30 – 1:00 PM.  If you would like to serve in this vital ministry please email us at serve@jacksonvillechapel.org. 

The Moeller Family is a Chapel family that has three handicapped young boys, two in wheelchairs. As you can imagine, meal preparation for a family where all the children have special needs is a constant challenge. To relieve some of the burden, two hot meals are prepared and delivered twice each week. The meals must be dairy-free so special recipes are provided. If you or your small group would like to help meet this need just go to the website for "Lots of Helping Hands" at https://www.lotsahelpinghands.com/c/666574/join/ and follow the instructions for the Moeller Family. If you have questions please contact Iliana Abaunza at 973-208-1846 or 973-219-9285.
� circumcision or baptism or confirmation or communion or church membership or any other ritual


� You may want to prepare some key verses to share with the names of people inserted in them. Try this as an exercise: “For God so loved DAVID that he gave his one and only Son, that IF DAVID believes in him DAVID shall not perish but have eternal life.”


� Dave said: “the evidence of real faith in our life is when we act in ways that are inexplicable apart from God.”





