The End of Boasting
Sermon Questions for Romans 3:27-4:8
We have added numbers to the questions, but if you are pressed for time, look for the top eight to ten questions (marked with a “*”). If you have feedback, please let David Fuquay know at dfuquay@jacksonvillechapel.org.  

SHARING

Please pray for Dr. Pat Cate as he comes to speak and teach at the Chapel from April 28-May 5. Dr. Pat Cate is Ambassador at Large and President Emeritus of Christar (formerly International Missions, Inc.) where he serves as a preacher, teacher, and missionary specializing in the Muslim Faith. Pat and his wife Mary Ann, have been part of the Chapel Missionary family for 35 years. You can find out more at www.chapelnj.org/patcate 
 

SCRIPTURE

Crawl:

1. When others talk do you sometimes find yourself thinking of what you will say in response rather than listening? Why do we do that?
2. At the height of his popularity, wide receiver Terrell Owens said, “I love me some me.” What other celebrities or famous people clearly love themselves. How can you tell?  
3. *What was your first real job? Did you gain a sense of accomplishment and achievement? How long did that last? 

Walk: 

4. Are you the type of person who worries about what other people think about you? 
5. When we are in a group (like this) how can we help in making sure the spotlight stays on Christ and not on one particular person? 

Read Romans 3:27-4:8
What is justification by faith?

6. “If you were to die today and find yourself standing before God, and He asked you, “Why should I let you into heaven,” what would you tell Him?

7. When we earn something, like our wages, the sense of accomplishment and achievement begins to fade, why? Why can we not maintain the same level of excitement about our work?

8. When you get a raise or a bonus, how long does the feeling of “I did a good job” usually last? Why is it so fleeting? 

9. When we experience an incredible gift, how can we show appreciation for that gift? When the gift is from God, what does appreciation look like? 
How does justification by faith change us?

10. What are you boasting in? What is it that gives you most confidence in life? How can you boast in the Lord through that confidence?
11. What did Paul have to boast in? (Read Philippians 3:5-6). According to his credentials, could Paul make a case for justification by works before men? Before Jesus? Why not before Jesus? 

12. What can people expect when they live by faith rather than works? (see 2 Corinthians 6:4-10) Why is a life of faith not all roses? 
13. How can we enjoy our “successes” and yet not be defined by them? Should we then turn and hate any perceived success? Is it okay to be successful?
14. When we achieve something by our own effort, what is the Christ-like response? 

15. Should we stop achieving, or is there such thing as holy ambition? What does Christ-like ambition look like in the business world? Is it possible? 

16. Let me give you a quick test to see if you’ve let justification by faith change the way you handle failure. First, in the past week, I can’t remember admitting I was wrong or asking for forgiveness. Second, I get embarrassed easily. (Like, when you look dumb or incompetent at something). Third, when I’m criticized, I always get defensive. (John Ortberg said that “stubbornness is the kind of pride that makes us unable to stop defending ourselves”). Fourth, when in a group, it’s very hard for me to talk about my own weakness.

Run: 

17. If we are justified by faith, why live according to Biblical standards? If there is nothing I can do to make God love me more, why follow His rules? 
Key Words and Further Study: 

Justified- accepted by God
SERVICE 

Volunteers Needed - The Moeller Family is a Chapel family that has three handicapped young boys, two in wheelchairs. As you can imagine, meal preparation for a family where all the children have special needs is a constant challenge. To relieve some of the burden, two hot meals are prepared and delivered twice each week. The meals must be dairy-free so special recipes are provided. If you or your small group would like to help meet this need just go to the website for "Lots of Helping Hands" at https://www.lotsahelpinghands.com/c/666574/join/ and follow the instructions for the Moeller Family. If you have questions please contact Iliana Abaunza at 973-208-1846 or 973-219-9285.
