SBQ Judges 17-18

Do you think of yourself as lucky/unlucky most of the time?  How do you relate this to God working in your life? When something goes wrong, do you assume it’s punishment for not praying or not reading the Bible? 

Have you bargained with God for more money or a better job or a soul mate or anything else?

David Fuquay reminded us of Dave Gustavsen’s question: “What are you doing with all the power that God has given you? Are you using what you’ve got to build your kingdom and your comfort, or are you learning to turn it outward and pour yourself out for the glory of God?” 

Do you have a sense of being power-filled because you are spirit-filled? If yes, how are you using that power? Have you built up God’s kingdom, or blessed His people? If not, why not?  Do you not feel the Spirit is empowering you? Have you been deaf to His guidance? What can we do to better connect with the Holy Spirit?
Are you consciously seeking God’s will in every area of your life? Do you seek to harness God’s power for His glory and His kingdom? Have you now/previously realized that you are doing what’s right in your own eyes rather than God’s? Do you find yourself too busy to pray or read the Bible? Are you allowing your career, your sports, your family, or something else to interfere with communication with God? Have you realized that He has been trying to communicate, but you have been deaf to His leading?
Looking back over the sinful choices you have made – as we all have – have you taken them cavalierly? Have you looked at your sins and felt better because they weren’t the big ones like murder or robbing a bank? Do you think God feels the same way? 
Have you ever done something wrong because you felt entitled? My boss doesn’t pay me enough, so it’s okay to lie about my overtime or to take stuff from work; or the government takes too much of my money, so it’s okay to lie on my tax return; I’ll only be a second, so I can park illegally. How about, I’m in a hurry, those slow-pokes should get out of the way! Do you know who Jar Jar Binks is?
How much time have you spent helping God with your salvation?  Have you tried to add to Jesus? Have you tried to manipulate God?

How would you respond to someone who believes they will go to heaven because they are basically good and have never done anything really bad; or because they go to church regularly? 

David quoted Paul, Romans 9:2-3 (NIV) 2I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race.”  Where is your focus? As David asked, “Do you care for others? DO you have compassion for others like Paul? There are people all around us that need a kind word, an appropriate touch on the shoulder, a loving kind act. Do you care or are you indifferent about their needs?”  Do you see people through God’s eyes, knowing they will be forever separated from Him until they hear the gospel message and accept God’s free gift of salvation? Are you desperate to rescue them? If someone does wrong to you, cheats you or steals from you, do you curse them or pray for their salvation? How are you trying to impact your neighbors for God? Have you deflated God? What changes will you make to judge less and extend grace more
