Gospel Shaped Confidence
Sermon Questions for Romans 5:1-11
We have added numbers to the questions, but if you are pressed for time, look for the top eight to ten questions (marked with a “*”). If you have feedback, please let David Fuquay know at dfuquay@jacksonvillechapel.org.  

SHARING

Mother’s Day is right around the corner. Let’s spend time praying for our mothers. Share with one another the positive influence your mother has had on you. In what ways did she reflect Christ? In what ways do you want to be like her? Pray for healing over broken relationships, that we can honor our mother’s well, and that all the women in our lives would be connected to Christ.  
  

SCRIPTURE

Crawl: 

1. Who do you turn to when you are in a crisis? If tragedy hit today, do you think you could lean on us? Why or why not? 

2. When do you feel closest to God? 
Walk: 

3. Name the four most important things in your life?
4. If you did a mental exercise of writing down the four most important things in your life, and then dropped one, in what order did you drop things? 
The issue that Romans addresses is this: how can a person be on good terms with God? Accepted by God? And so Paul spends the first couple of chapters basically saying, “If you were hoping to get on good terms with God by your good behavior, ain’t going to happen.” Because none of us—whether we’re religious people who could recite the Ten Commandments, or totally secular people who just try to live by our own moral code—none of us consistently keeps the standards that we say are important. And so at the end of the first two and a half chapters, here’s how he summarizes it—Romans 3:20: Therefore, no one will be declared righteous in [God’s] sight by observing the law. So that’s the problem. That’s the predicament of every person.

But then he shifts, and he says, “But now let me tell you about a righteousness—a way of being right with God—that you don’t get by your own performance; you get it by having faith in the performance of someone else…namely, Christ. And that’s the awesome news of the gospel: because Jesus showed up and perfectly lived out God’s law, and then went to the cross and received my judgment for the billion ways I failed to live out God’s law—because he did that, here’s the deal: if I will stop depending on my resume and start depending on the resume of Jesus, God says, “You’re in. Justified. Righteous. Accepted.”
Which brings us to chapter 5, Confidence: What it’s based on and when we need it most. 

Romans 5:1-2 What Confidence is Based On

5. How does the idea that you have peace with God grab your heart? 
6. Have you ever fallen into the trap of being a functional legalist? When are you most likely to act out of legalism? 

7. If you made a habit of preaching the Gospel to yourself, what would the message be? In other words, how do you need to be continually in relationship with Christ? 

Read Romans 5:6-10
8. How can you increase your love for those who could rightly be called your enemy? (see Matthew 5:46). 

9. When do you sense: Powerless. Ungodly. Sinners. Enemies of God. If you don’t feel it, does it make it less true? If you do feel it, is it based upon your performance or on the reality of a relationship? 
10. Reflect on the fact that Christ died on the cross for YOUR sins when you were HIS enemy. What does that bring to light? 

11. Does reflecting on how undeserving you are of Christ’s love make you more in love with Christ?
12. Does sin cause you to lose your peace with God? If not, then why avoid sin? Why do some talk about unpardonable sin? Is there an unpardonable sin? If so, what is it? (see Matthew 12:31)

Read Romans 5:1-5 When do you need this confidence the most?
13. How has suffering shaped your faith?

14. What have you persevered through when looking back, has been to your benefit?

15. Are you persevering through anything right now? What character quality is God teaching you or reinforcing through this experience? 

16. What great plans could God have for your life? For this group? How can we unleash those plans? 
17. In what are you hoping for right now? In other words, what are you looking forward to from Christ? 

18. Do you need to strengthen your grip upon Christ? Or do you need to allow His grip to strengthen you? How can we help? 
Key Words and Further Study: 

Perseverance—literally means “to remain or stay under pressure.”
SERVICE 

The new gym at camp Shiloh is looking great. But volunteers are needed to help bring it to completion. You don’t need to be an expert in construction to help out. A positive attitude, willingness to learn and ability to work with others is all that we ask. Work days are every Saturday starting at 8:00 am. Come all day or come for an hour. For more information or if you are available on weekdays please contact George Gartside at 973-945-5313. Shiloh Bible Camp & Retreat Center is located at 753 Burnt Meadow Road, Hewitt, NJ 07421

Volunteers Needed…Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry: The Loaves & Fishes Ministry is passionate about providing immediate relief in times of crisis, as well as guiding people toward long-term solutions. We seek to offer an environment of love, compassion, and hope, where authentic relationships can flourish. Presently the food pantry ministry serves about 40 families a week. Volunteers are needed to serve people during hours of operation on Sunday mornings and to help guide people towards long-term solutions. This is a great opportunity for either individuals or small groups to take action and get involved. We have an urgent need for volunteers to serve 30-40 minutes after every service in the food pantry. The shifts on Sunday are as follows: 10:00 - 10:30 AM; 11:15 - 11:45 AM; 12:30 – 1:00 PM. If you would like to serve in this vital ministry please email us at serve@jacksonvillechapel.org.
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